
THE FUTILITY OF FOLLY 

Lesson #3 – Proverbs 
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HELPFUL RESOURCES: 

 Wiersbe’s chapter (“People, Wise and Otherwise – Part II – The Simple, Scorner, and Fool”) is a great 
resource for preparing for this lesson. You should have received an electronic copy already in an email 
from me on Thursday.  

 Lane – the commentary we gave you – Chapter 23: Fools and Knaves – Prov. 26 
 

THE MAIN POINT: 

 From pg. 44 of the study book – The goal of this session is to help group members identify pockets of 
mocking, simpleness, and folly in their lives.  

 From pg. 37 – There are three kinds of people on the path of folly: the mocker (scorner), the simple, 
and the fool. Solomon describes them vividly and displays the consequences of living like them in order 
to dissuade his son from even considering choosing their path.  

 

SOME OPENING SUGGESTIONS: 

 When was a time in your life when you refused to receive correction but should have? 

 When was a time in your life when you “thought you knew it all” only to find out you didn’t? 

 Has there ever been a time when you were naïve or gullible about something or someone? What 
happened?  

 Is there anyone or any group in your life that is influencing you more in the ways of the world than you 
are influencing them in Godly wisdom?  

 Prov. 26:11 says “Like a dog that returns to his vomit is a fool who repeats his folly.” Is there any area 
of your life where you repeatedly keep doing something “foolish?” What causes us to so often think the 
results will be “different this time,” though we keep choosing the same foolishness or sin over and over?  

 The purpose of this lesson is to identify 3 people who we do not want to be, but may at times exhibit 
similar characteristics. Proverbs shows us “Who they are,” “What they do,” “What’s going to happen to 
them,” and “How we can avoid being like them.” Let’s look at these now:  

 

THE MOCKER: 

 What does it mean to be a mocker/scorner? 
o To be arrogant, proud, haughty, and unteachable (Prov. 21:24; 14:6) 
o To think you know everything  
o To lack humility 

 What’s wrong with mockers/scorners? 
o Mockers/scorners cannot stand correction, reproof, or rebuke (Prov. 9:7-8; 13:1; 15:12) 
o Mockers cause division (Prov. 22:10) 
o Mockers can stir up problems for an entire city (Prov. 29:8) – they add fuel to the fires of 

division. 
o Wiersbe (p. 90): 

 Churches can be quickly divided and destroyed by arrogant people who laugh at biblical 
truth and seek to have their own way.  

 How should we respond to mockers? (Prov. 22:10) – drive them out 

 How does God respond to mockers? (Prov. 3:34) – with scorn or mocking  
o Consider what the Lord did to the builders at Babel (Gen. 11), to Pharoah at the Red Sea (Ex. 

14), to Nebuchadnezzar in Babylon (Dan. 4), and to Herod Agrippa in Judea (Acts 12:20-25) 

 Application questions: 
o Is there any area in our lives in which we are not teachable? 
o Is there any area where we think we “know it all?”  
o If there are areas of arrogance, self-reliance, lack of humility, and or you are not teachable, 

confess these to the Lord and seek His forgiveness and aid. 
 Two keys not to be a mocker: 



 Prov. 3:7 “Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord, and turn away from evil.” 

 Romans 12:3 “For by the grace given to me I say to every one among you not to 
think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober 
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.”  

 

THE SIMPLE: 

 What does it mean to be simple? 
o Wiersbe: The simple are the naïve people who believe everything, because they don’t have 

convictions about anything.  
 It’s popular and politically correct to be open-minded and uncritical of what other people 

think or believe.  
o Bridges: To believe every word of God is faith. To believe every word of man is credulity.  

 Two primary problems of the simple: 
o Prov. 14:15 – They believe everything 
o Prov. 22:3 – They see danger and move toward it rather than fleeing it.  

 What is the danger of being a simpleton?  
o Prov. 1:32 – death  

 How can we avoid being simple? 
o Know what you believe. (Titus 2:2 – we are to be taught and to teach what accords with sound 

doctrine)  
 Prov. 1:4; 2:1-4 

o 2 Tim. 3:14-15 “But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, 

knowing from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted 

with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus.” 

o Phil. 2:14-16 Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that you may be blameless and 

innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, 

among whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast to the word of life, so that in 
the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 

o Do we know what we believe about our favorite college or sports team, more than what we 
believe about the Bible? 

o Do we know what we believe about movie stars or fashion trends, more than what we believe 
about the Gospel?  

o This is why we are to aim at maturity in Christ: 
 Eph. 4:11-15 – God has given us leaders to equip us in His Word to help us mature in 

Christ – so that we will not be swayed by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by 
craftiness in deceitful schemes – we are to grow up into every way into Christ 

 Col. 1:28, 2:1-5 – Paul was striving to present everyone mature in Christ. He wanted the 
Colossians to have full assurance of understanding and knowledge in Christ SO THAT 
no one would delude them with plausible arguments – even in his absence. 

 Heb. 5:11-14 – The Hebrews should have been further along in their maturity but they 
were having to repeat through the basics, because they were not growing in Christ. V. 
14 is particularly important: But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their 
powers of discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good from evil. 

 1 Pet. 2:2 – Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow 
up to salvation 

o Of course, there will be those who want to remain simple and will not want to grow in solid 
doctrine, as Jim Brown noted in our training meeting:  

 2 Tim. 4:3-4 “For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but 
having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own 
passions, and will turn away from listening to truth and wander off into myths.” 

THE FOOL: (from Wiersbe’s outline) 

 What does it mean to be a fool?  
o To be a windbag, somebody full of air but lacking in substance. 
o To be stubborn 



o To be corrupt and morally perverted and unreasonable 
o To be like a stubborn animal or brutish 

 What’s wrong with fools? 
o Fools won’t learn from God’s Word (Prov. 1:7; Rom. 3:8) 
o Fools despise their father’s instruction (Prov. 15:5) 
o Fools live in a far away fantasy land instead of reality (Prov. 17:24) 
o Fools can’t control their speech (Prov. 15:2; 14:3; 18:13) 

 Lies and slander are what fools specialize in (10:18) and the wise person won’t stay 
around to listen (14:7-8). 

o Fools can’t control their temper (Prov. 12:16;  14:29; 29:11) 
o Fools are proud and self-confident (Prov. 28:26; 26:12) 
o Fools create problems and bring sorrow, especially to their parents (Prov. 10:1; 27:11) 

 See Wiersbe’s list on pg. 94 of the handout I sent you 
o Fools don’t know how to use wealth properly (Prov. 21:20) 
o Fools can’t be trusted with responsibility (Prov. 26:1; 26:3-12) 

 Don’t give honor to a fool. 
 From Lane (pg. 336): Consider how careful we in the churches need to be about whom 

we appoint to office (1 Tim. 5:22, 3:1-7), and how careful all need to be about the role 
models we choose (1 Cor. 11:1). 

 See Wiersbe pp. 95-96 

 What will happen to the fool?  
o Ruin (Prov. 19:3) 
o Shame (Prov. 3:35) 
o Death (Prov. 5:23)  

 Why should we not associate with fools (Prov. 13:20; 17:12; 23:9)? 
o Why is it important to avoid bad company? (Is. 52:11; Jn. 15:19; Acts 2:40; 2 Cor. 6:17: Eph. 

5:11; 2 Thess. 3:6). 
o How do we balance this wise instruction with God’s command to reach out to the ungodly with 

the gospel? Should we or shouldn’t we be like Jesus in Luke 5:29-32?  

 How can parents help their children to not be fools? 
o Discipline/Correction – Prov. 22:15 
o What are some practical implications for parents? 

 

SO WHAT ABOUT US? 

 How do we respond when people correct us? 
o Are we defensive or appreciative (9:7-8)? 

 Do we tend to be gullible (14:15)? 

 Do we tend to chase dreams while ignoring daily responsibilities (12:11)? 

 Do we learn lessons from life, or do we repeat the same mistakes (26:11)? 

 Do those close to us say that we tend to overreact when things go wrong (12:16)?  
 
Ask God to continue to show you the way of wisdom and to reveal to you any way in which you are walking the 
same path as the mocker, the simple, or the fool. Then confess, turn from it, and walk in the path of God’s 
wisdom.  

 


